
RISK PROFILE QUESTIONAIRE 

Please complete this Risk Profile questionnaire as honestly and accurately as possible. You will need to print it out 

and forward it to us at SimplyInvesting as part of our compliance documentation when you make your investment. 

Please enter the number which corresponds best with your choice to each question, in the right hand column as 

indicated. 

1. Time Frame 

Look at how many years you can let your money grow before you will need to tap into your nest 

egg.(This is important because it indicates your financial ability to ride out down-cycles). If the 

working time frame for your investment portfolio is: 

Indicate 

your 

choice 

here 

1-2 years 1     

3-5 years 2     

6-10 years 3     

more than 10 years 4     

    2. Years to retirement 

Where are you in relation to your financial goal (i.e. Retirement, etc)? The further you are from 

retirement/financial goal, the more risk you can take in your investing. The number of years between 

now and your financial goal is: 

Indicate 

your 

choice 

here 

0 (i.e. You are already retired) 0     

1-5 years 1     

6-9 years 2     

10-15 years 3     

more than 15 years 4     

    3. Financial cushion 

Look at your total financial cushion you have set aside (excluding your shares and unit trust 

portfolios). This will help you to decide how much risk you should prudently take in your investing. If 

you have: 

Indicate 

your 

choice 

here 

 little saving set aside, hence preservation of capital is very important 1     

reasonable saving set aside, hence willing to take moderate risk for moderate returns 2     

ample savings set aside (mortgage loan is paid off, insurance provided for, etc.), hence 

comfortable with taking risks for maximum return 

3 

    

    4. Cash Flow 

What is your planned cash flow into and out of your investment portfolio over the next three to five 

years? Do you plan to contribute regularly to your investment portfolio, or do you intend to withdraw 

funds from time to time and take out more than what you put in? Negative cash flow (withdraw 

capital) would suggest a low risk tolerance, while positive cash flow (adding money on a regular basis) 

would tend to allow some short-term volatility in the pursuit of higher returns. If your plans are to: 

Indicate 

your 

choice 

here 

withdraw money on a continuing basis 1     

neither add nor withdraw money 2     

add new money on a continuing basis 3     

    



5. Special circumstances  

Although it is difficult to plan for the unexpected, are there any special circumstances you can 

envision (tertiary education, tuition, home purchase, retirement, extended travel, medical, etc.) 

outside your usual contributions and withdrawals, which might necessitate the immediate liquidation 

of a major portion of your portfolio over the next three to five years? If you can envision: 

indicate 

your 

choice 

here 

full porfolio to be liquidated 1     

major liquidations 2     

some small liquidations  3     

no liquidations 4     

    6. Need for income 

How important is current income to you in the near term? Do you depend on income (interest and 

dividends) from your investment portfolio for living expenses? Current income: 

Indicate 

your 

choice 

here 

critical 1     

needed to a large extent 2     

needed to a minor extent 3     

not important 4     

    7. Investing attitudes 

Your current attitude towards investing over the next decade will help dictate what type of strategy 

you should adopt, and how much risk your investment should entail. Your current attitude is: 

Indicate 

your 

choice 

here 

I cannot afford any significant loss of capital regardless of potential return 1     

If I can get high yields from bonds, it's not worth suffering through the ups and downs of the 

stock market 

2 

    

I believe in a combination of compounded interest and the growth potential from equities 3 

    

Higher-risk investors will earn higher returns, and I want higher returns no matter how they are 

achieved 4     

    8. Long-term attitude 

Are you this type of investor: "My investment is for the long term and volatility is not a problem"? 

Your attitude towards the above statement is: 

Indicate 

your 

choice 

here 

Totally disagree with the  statement 0     

Willing to tolerate some market fluctuations, but rarely any loss of capital 1     

Willing to endure a reasonable amount of annual fluctuation in total annual  return 2     

Willing to accept an occasional year of negative returns in the interest of building capital 3 

    

Agree completely with this statement 4     

 

 

 

   



 

What your score means 

If your total score is: This is the amount of risk you should 

take: 

The type of investment plan you 

should follow: 

    ◦    7 - 12     ◦    Low risk     ◦    Conservative 

    ◦    13 - 17     ◦    Low Medium risk     ◦    Moderate Conservative 

    ◦    18 - 28     ◦    Medium risk     ◦    Moderate 

    ◦    29 - 33     ◦    Medium High risk     ◦    Moderate Aggressive 

    ◦    34 - 38     ◦    High Risk     ◦    Aggressive 

 

 

9. Primary objective 

Think about your personal goals as an investor. You would generally categorize your primary objective 

in investing as: 

Indicate 

your 

choice 

here 

Capital preservation - emphasis on maximising capital stability; future growth of income and 

capital are of minor importance; short investment time horizon and low tolerance for big 

fluctuations in current income 

1 

    

Current income - emphasis on providing a high and stable level of current income; future 

growth of income and capital are secondary objectives 

2 

    

Balanced investments - approximately equal emphasis on the current income and the potential 

for future capital appreciation and income growth 

3 

    

Long-term growth - emphasis on future capital appreciation, not current income;  year-to-year 

capital stability is not important; long-term horizon 4     

    10. Feeling towards risk 

Give your personal feeling about investment losses, and how willing you are to tolerate losses 

emotionally, by rating your risk tolerance. You characterise yourself as: 

Indicate 

your 

choice 

here 

Low risk 0     

Below average 1     

Average risk 2     

Above average risk 3     

High Risk 4     

Add the score for each question and write down the total       


